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The Davis Law Library is located in the heart of the law district in Auckland and between
the two Faculty of law lecture and admin blocks.

Our patron focus is therefore the Faculty of Law (staff and students) and the Department
of Commercial Law within the Business School.

We are one of 13 of the University of Auckland group of libraries
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Why classes in Legal Research?

e The underlying rationale behind running legal
research classes was to provide structured,
organised practical skills courses that focused on
assisting students with researching in a complex
legal environment

e All courses are grounded in information literacy
principles in accordance with the standards set out
in the Australian & New Zealand Information
Literacy Framework and in line with the University
of Auckland’s Graduate Profile
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Key

B Low compulsory courses [ Law elective courses || General Educotion courses [l Courses for other nondow degree

Sample LLB degree structure

Part | NonJaw courses General
ot Education

Part 1l
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Course Legal Research Skills Resources Course Topie | Legal Research Skills Resources
 Topic Mulii- For the jurisdictions of Australia, Law reports
, A . risdicti 1 Cansda, the United Kingdom and the |
NZ Legislation | Undentanding and bnowledge of: | NZ Statutes Judicton e s ey ™ | ctmon
®  approprate seledion Fom Hansard knowledge of: Stanstes
available statutory souces Wl charts . ional s
*  the kegislative process TaNer of New Zealand *  hicrarchy of superior courts Encyclopaedin
o historical satute publiction *  law reporting series and their Web sites
o amendmentsostandes | Course Topie | Legal Research Skill R bero Hiscmns duabee
5 pic | Legal Skills 2 g e I
¢ updating stacutory informatie [ oy Understanding and knowledge of: Te Puna *  legislutive process
*  extrinsic resources which sk | Sources " " = B
T i o national bibliographic database | Legal joumals finding stansics and their citation

*  conducting begislative haston
*  finding delegated legishatbon
*  parliamentary publications

*  CIETCHl SWARCHCSS POROURCES
available for kegislative
mfommation

inter-library loans
*  hicrarchy of legal jomals

distinguishing hetween indexing
and fulliext journal databases

multi jurisdictional bogal joumals
indexes

fulliext legal journals databascs

& cloctronic newspapers

*  finding anticks in norkgal
Journals

Law Commission Reports
theses and dimertations

Case Law

Course Topie | Legal Research Skills
I

Resources

Understanding and knowlodge of. | Guzenie Lanw Reports
= hisworical NZ law reporting NZLRs

o, Digests and
»  authorised law reporting series in | Abridgement

commen L jurisdictions Indewes 1o kaw reports

micdium neutral clations

Cltators
o paraliel citations The Capital Leier
®  wing indexes 1 law reporting | Case law datsbascs
wries
o updating case law

*  finding commentary on cases

*  fidding cases with judicial
consideration of keghlation

finding keading cases

o QETEnl AWSNTESS RIS







The Back

*Course structure
*Class topics
*Assessment
*Statistics
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LAW299- Legal Research 1

- Compulsory course

- 1st Semester every year

. Pass/Fail - 80% grade to pass

. Practical skills course

- 340-360 students enrolled each year
- Prerequisite course to LAW399

- Assessed via online tests, worksheets and
final take home test

. Course book available
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LAW299 Small classes

n Attend 5 classes (1 hour each fortnight)
n Small class sessions (15-18 per stream)

10
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LAW299 Class topics

New Zealand Jurisdiction Focus

e Class 1- Legal information structure
e Class 2- Case Law

e Class 3- Legislation

e Class 4- Legal Secondary Sources

e Class 5- Legal Research- research process,
ethics & referencing

Class focus is on traditional print based tools

11
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LAW299 Schedule & Assessment

LAW299 Lagad Research | 2012 [ 4% )
Worksheet for Class 2:NZ Case Law

1T

L

* 50% Coursework | &=

4 worksheets -

4 modules + tests

Chosce in the nght cokame wery sithar rownd { ) or

Carrec onatien

| bracknt. {1 marin}

008 | NILR 554

WATTHANE 138

2009 11 MICPRTIT

L. vyt ol il b the Ielewing i et sk

Ful vtrvan

* 50% Final Test =

MZBLE
NIRMA

LAW 299 Legal Research 1, 2012

Worksheet for Class 3: NZ Legislation ':,F:"

Your Famly Name Ly
Your Frst Name i
Your Swdms ID

L Fincltha Tolowng publlc statotes ocoeding by At rumber and yeir.
(Cita e statute aocording to the New Jesland Liw Style Guide. [Chedk velmes on shelves)
heck your spelieg! (1.5 murks)

Mt Mok Year ]rue

et 137 of 1970
2136 of 7004
Heass of 1957
1 Whats the Act Narber and Yaar For e folowng staute te? 1.5 mark)
Tile | Act Mot Year

District Courts Aet 1047 l

1 forme

e rEVeEQy o the A5
bt (cormpled) vivioe of e followmg Mew Tealind Ratutes. (2 mara}
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Feedback from LAW299 Students 2011

Increase in knowledge and

confidence as result of course
180 -

160

140 - s
120 -
100 +
80 - m Knowledge
= Confidence
60 -
40 - .
20 -+
‘ 1 3 3 2.2
04 : = . — —— —

Strongly  Agree MNeutral Disagree Strongly None
Agree Disagree

Respondents
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Feedback from LAW299 Students 2011

What aspect of the course helped you
learn best?

. Clickers
Case law video 204

1%

Database training
3%

&}

Client problem
3%

In class
exercises 9%

15



The Future

» Course structure
 Class topics

* Assessment -
« External to the Class focus
* New tools
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LAW399- Legal Research 2

- Compulsory course

- 2 hours of lectures per week

- 10 point paper

- Fully graded (grades from A+ to D-)

- First and second semester every year
- Approx 330 enrolled each year

. Assessed via 2x worksheets and 70%
research trail

. Course book available

The future is this extended course
Legal Research 2 reinforces and builds on the skills gained in Legal Research 1.

Basic skills are now upgraded to more advanced skills, this time within a multi-
jurisdictional context.

17
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LAW399 topics

Legal Research Process

Case Law

NZ Legislative process

Legal secondary sources

Researching in specific jurisdictions
The Research Trail (includes the self reflection)
Researching in Law Firms

Multi-jurisdictional focus- NZ, AU, UK, Canada & USA + International Law

18



BANKERS AND BANKING Selected Historical Mew Zealand Low Reporling Series

Paet Lomiask of Norsw Taaloml a5 Report Report Timeline Repoit Report
Part &—Banking Company o Corperstion %0 5240
Fun o Henking =
o 1 [— ]
o ey =)
0 [
vex e Prcnmscary Nores 0
o0 |
a0 = )
o et |
-] =
oz R
o ey Mucasser's Rrpons|
dost woea
= wEs
Boeons m e ‘Ilﬁ';*“]" Y| o of Appest w7
Fepars a1 Fertor's inportant
K OF NEW ZEALAND L gL
Lokl — =
dn BeLalfe Beied i el w4 facicn
s Fragons (NS)

|— e )
W77
-
[ OBLF Reposts
B0
|—mat
5]
=]
=T

Acts Interpre
s 20 — Sealaste Products Lid v Director.
2 NZLR 449 [HC)
Statutory nies and reguiations
repealed, were ultra vires he statute und
wilh of repugnant 10 @ subsequent stal
Fishing Industry Board Act 1963, 5 10 =
55— Meat Act 1064, 55 51, 53, 77 80 vu — s ron 1okovs e 11ms s, s, e w3
49 — Meat Amendment Act 1987, 8 3 — Fish (Packing for Export) Regulations 1977
(SR 1677/161) regs 4. 5, 6. Band 5.

Importais aues avvue e mecns
Startedin 1883

From 1883-1915 they were published as annual velumes and cited by volume number
e Hull v Thomson (1896) 14 NZLR 1 (SC).

Vols 1-5 have two sets of pagination - for Supreme Court and Court of Appeal decision
they are cited as Zphrab v Fuller (1884) 3 NZLR SC 210.

From 1973 NZLRs published in 2 volumes per year
From 1989 NZLRs published in 3 volumes per year
Only official series of law reports in NZ

Gazette Law
Flepons - 1983
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The Research Trail

1. Topic & Purpose

2. Initial Analysis

i. Research Question

ii. Areas of law

iii. Key legal issues

iv. Other relevant issues
v. Jurisdictions

vi. Possible sources

vii. Information provided
viii. Possible keywords
Research Trail

Reflection

Bibliography

Appendix

ounhkw

The major assessment component for LAW399 is a research trail.
The word limit is 4000 words and it is worth 70% of their grade for the class.

The students must tie this research in with another piece they are writing, be it for an
elective, dissertation or something else they are writing the semester they are enrolled
in.



Example of Searching Steps within a Research Trail
I have sufficient texts and now need some general journal articles on my topic.

[ Database: Index to Legal Periodicals and Books via EBSCO Host ]

Search string Results Evaluative Comments

Child* N 10 solder™ 102 articles Wide range of issues on child soldiers covered. | need to
refine my search to just one aspect.
Decided to concentrate on use of child soldiers as a
crime against humanity

Child® N10 soldier™ 5 All'5 results were relevant. One particularly good article

il . : z ;
Beaita variatine :&ND (.r|:1m NIO pr(.w'd;ﬁ good_general discussion on the topic of crimes
against ) 'S
\The Index to Periodicals results were relevant but insufficient in terms of quantity. Evaluate your

LegalTrac may proyide indexing to a wider range of scholarly journals to ensure comprehensive coverage. results

| Database: LegalTrac |

Search string Results Evaluative Comments
“Child solders” (Keyword 95 articles This search 1s too general.
anywhere) I 'will try a more specific search
“Child soldiers" (keyword 7 Two articles were useful?? They provided differing
anywhere) AND “crimes against viewpoints on the topic.
humanity” (Keyword anywhere) * Footnote as per Style
Guide
“Child soldiers” (keyword 12 Altering the search terms provided recent commentary. | «  State where you find the
anywhere) AND “international full text of your article
criminal court” (Keyword »  If evaluative comments
anywhere). arenot in the research
trail table (evaluative
comments column], then
/ provide them as an
! Sarah L Wells “Crimes Against Child Soldiers in Armed Conflict Si PP Limits of addrt!on_al se_ntenca after
Law" (2004)12 Tul | Int1 & Comp L 267. Link to full text version provided. the citation in the
* Mienke Grossman “Rehabili revenge: p ng child soldiers for human rights violations.” (2007) 38 Geo | Int'l L 323, footnote.

Available full text via HeinOnline.
! Shaw Tock “Recruitingand using childrenas soldiers: the case for definingthe offence as a crime against humanity” (2004) 13 Dal | Leg Studies | 57. Avallable on HeinOnline.
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External to the Class Focus

¢ Online modules for major databases
e Database training classes

e University of Auckland's learning management
system (Cecil -developed in house)

e Online tests
e PowerPoint's
e Templates

Focus on Student Self help/ Self Learning

22
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Generic Course Instruction

bras
e Bems -

(F=T] -

_— P ®
- o=
[ — w [
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bt

]

FIND  KEYCITE
Westlaw. internaTIONAL <

Westlaw Australia| World Journals | US Research | Westlaw UK

i i Informit
== Fields to Display | Records Per Page
N

THOMSEH

Database Newest First Oldest First | Author or Name

inuse: AGIS Plus Text Change databases

&.CCH

a Wolters Kluwer business

LexisNexis® Total R h System

Sl Research Tasks \ Get a Document | Shepard's® \Alerts \ Transactional Advisor

by Source | by Topic or Hoadnote | by Guided Search Farm | by Dot Command




Own work — B0 nat work together with
aryors when answering this Worksheet
|

1
‘Worksheet 1 for Legal Research 2, LAW 399
Semester 2, 2011

woaa THE UNIVERSITY
OF AUCKLAND

LIBRARY

Your Student ID.

/| Tests

=9 [¥] Class Powerpoints
LAW35S Class 1- Intro

Class2 NZ Courts
| Class2 Blank Case Law Series Fo ‘
L

Class3 Case Law Pl
Ciass4- NZ Case Citator Exercise
] Ciass Reps for LAW399

‘womanis remaved forcibly from the bus by Trevor,

V] Worksheet 1 info
Class4 Case Citators Partl

famiy onber cellphone &

incident and the behavior of the driver.

| Class4 Case Citators Partll
V| Class S Research Trail

He nsshasthe story 1o s edor who directs that & sppearcn the front page ¢

Own work - do not work together with anyone when answering this
Worksheet.

T
Worksheet 2 for Legal Research 2, LAW 399
Semester 1 2011

ClassE inftial Analysis

e judices Trevo.

Class6 Analysis Template
| Class8 UK Legal Research

] Classs Legal
| Class10 Legisiative Process

will be an ssue, The police lay a charge of assaul.

Class11 NZ Legislation2 sl

pages 4647 of h
i Workihert. [12 marka)

Class12 Legisiation3

Class13 Referencing

V| Class13 Answers

Class14 Research Trail Catchup
Class 15 Canada Legal Research
V] Class16 USA Law

V| Class17 international

Class12 Law Firms

@53 [¥] Research Trail
33 [¥] Workshops

Your Family Name
Your First Name.
Your Student ID

1. Provide & legulative history of the Local Government Amendmert (Mo 3} At 1997,
112 Marks)

. Cite the principal rule which detads the form of oath that begins “Do each of you"
and ends with phease “the avidence”, (1 mark])
Answer:

closing date for submissons on th Maon Purposes B ourmently with the
Maori Affars Select Committes. {1 Mark)
Answars

4. Cite the New Zealand statute with the folowing ctation & Gaghl No.B. (1 Mark)
Answar:

5. Cita the LK Statute with the cRation 39 & 40 Yict © 38, (3 Mark)
Answar:

8. Cha the Maw South Wales Stabute under which robbary i made & more sl
oifence when & i coupled with corporsl vislence o the malicious inflicting of bodiy
haeen. (1 Bark)

Answar:

7. Citw the recent reguiation that decraased the tetsl alowable catch for spiny rock
lobster 1 the Gisborne quota managerment ares (CRA 3] to 164.000 tonmes-(1 Mark)
pr—
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COMLAW 101

LSRR | New Zealand's legal framework - a mindmap
Framework

Law, Ethics & Click on the mindmap to navigate to different parts of the tutorial.

Business You can use the Self-Test to check your understanding and identify areas that you need to revise.

Court hierarchy
Doctrine of precedent
vil and Criminal Cases || Common law
(definitions)

How is Law
Classified?

CONSTITUTION Bill of Rights Act
1688 (UK
SOURCES OF LAW Constitution Act (%)
1986 |

Suggestion Box
Test yourself

b, s

What is law?
d E Case Law I
Sources
of Law

Legislation

Separation of powers P l[)elie?n:;d
(3 arms of government) | egislation
Legislature mem
funthun “-I—
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Puna Alman :::z-..
charts Hansard

s Directories r‘Y’Index
Lette EI o NZLaw
vaemmr\ntzealand MU|t§r&CtIOKQNQ(LCEncyclopaedms
Legal
~2data bases ONew'
b3

Ordinances

ictionaries Commission
qual O Gazette

Acts Q_
-
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Self Reflection

I .

What'is it?
What did students say?

<
£
g
i

A key feature of the research trail assessment is the self reflection.

. ;' "
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Reflective Practice

Everyone will have their own style and preferred
process of reflective practice

Promotes professional and personal
development

e Form of empowerment

e Reflection can highlight personal inhibitors and
unblock subconscious habits

¢ It provides an opportunity to review the
experiences we have, learning from them
and applying what we have learnt

28
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LAW399 Self Reflection Criteria

« The reflection provides the student with an opportunity to examine
their style of researching

+ By thinking critically about the way they approach and carry out their
research trail, clues and understanding about areas of possible
improvement can develop

 Expected to provide truly reflective comments on their research
process and evaluate the effectiveness of their research

e Approximately 1-2 pages essay style

* Prompt questions are given to start the process

29
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Dear Rc_sc:arch_'r:ail, _
It brings me great relief to de ol
399:
Everyone at law school has tc 9 rsity career, [ have to admit,
You are not popular. People sl Agon.ly, * friends that T have to spend
time with you this semester, Suffering, hey’ve been there. They’ve
felt my pain. Pure frustration.
Undeniably tedious,

l\fevenlieless, you have served
I had an ad-hoc scattergun ap . .
was painful and monotonous Hours spent on minute tielanls ver, now I sce that it was
essential to my research proce:  Caffeine no longer helping me research question as I went.
I'spent countless hours at the  Trying to pleasc the unappeasable "\ dirt, searching for the
smallest fleck of gold. Yet as Eyes worn out from staring at a screen . gem of a disscrtation
topic with some invaluable res; Déar God, why did I choose law?

All faith in humanity lost. (Law 3997

my ideas. Before I met you,

A cause of procrastination Be
' to do an initial analysis. It
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It’s not until you get out
into the workforce that
you realise how important
legal research skills are as
you generally get through
university knowing only
the basics. I think there
needs to be a greater
focus on teaching
research skills while at
law school.

What has LAW399 given us from outside the classroom?

31
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Image: graur codrin /
FreeDigitalPhotos. net
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Law 399 has few fans at law school but it covers the :

set of skills I most rely on in my job. The knowledge
of the various databases and the discipline of
systematically working through searches has been
very helpful. Even the most dreaded exercise of all -
the legislative history - came in handy when I had to
advise on the meaning of a particular section which
had changed at different points in the legislative
process. If you're thinking of becoming a litigator
especially, it'll be really worth your while to pay close
attention!

S

Lewis Mills —Graduated 2012

33
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People may tell you that Law399 is a waste of your time, but I

can assure you that it isn't. I spent my summer interning in a
Malaysian law firm. Prior to my internship, I had no knowledge
of the Malaysian legal system or its laws. When I was assigned a
research task, my unfamiliarity with the domestic law was not
an excuse that I could give. I was expected to find relevant
cases or principles within short time frames. Law399 equipped
me with the skills, and more importantly, the confidence to use
different kinds of print and online resources. Most of these
resources are not even used in New Zealand! The satisfaction I

gained from being able to research efficiently and effectively
made my internship a fulfilling experience. That wouldn't
be the case if it isn't for Law399.

Wen Tan 2012

34
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Conclusion

» Legal research skills comprises a number of discrete skills

« Implementing an embedded legal research programme into a law
degree requires a substantial and sustained effort

» Faculty support is essential

» Problem based learning and practice opportunities must be
assessed

« Best practice teaching should include details for print and online
versions

* Be innovative and experiment with new ideas and tools

« Analysis and reflection are core skills for lawyers

35
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